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Twenty-Five Sunday YC. Sept. 18th 22. You can’t serve two masters at the same time  

Saint Luke was talking specifically about the attitude of people towards material possession, he 

warned that people should not serve God side by side with earthly wealth or possessions when he 

said no servant can serve two masters. Today’s theme seems to draw our attention to what Saint 

Paul said in his first letter to Timothy. “The love of money is the root of all evil”. (6:10) in order 

words the love of material possession could lead to evil. That has been expressed in the story 

Jesus gave in the gospel, between the rich man and a steward who was reported to have 

squandered the property of his master. The steward indeed loves to satisfy himself at the expense 

of his master’s sweat. He was only allowed to manage property but his love for material things, 

lead him to do evil. In our first reading prophet Amos stood against the social injustices of his 

community, for the love of money people became inhumane and hardhearted, and the rights of 

the needy and the poor were trampled upon, the day of the Lord had been commercialized no 

respect was accorded to the Sabbath, for it’s the day that people prepared or fox their scales for 

cheating, they overcharged customers by boosting their price; those who have no one to speak 

for them, were sold and be bought for silver, the poor with pair of sandals, all these was for the 

love of money and the material things. 

Let us go back to what Paul said: He did not call money itself the root of all evil, but rather 

the love of money. Of course, money is needed as a means of exchanging goods in every 

organized society. But a person can become its slave through excessive love of money. It can 

become a substitute for God in one’s life. Life is far more precious than the money we have, the 

food we eat or the clothes we wear. Possessions are only on loan to us, and in time we must leave 

them all behind. “Naked I came from my mother’s womb,” (Job 1:21), “and naked shall I return; 

the Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away.” 

The story about the Unjust Steward should teach us about the fair and just use of money. What is 

wealth if it has not been used for common good? What is money if some people are dying in the 

hospital for inability to pay bills while some have it in abundance? What is wealth if over three 

million children in the world are dying annually for malnutrition? 

What is money if you saved if for many years while you can change the entire history of one 

community with a total population of 3-4 thousand by providing them with a Well or sink a 

borehole to fetch water? Oh, no wonder! Jesus regards money somehow as tainted thing. Indeed, 

it is tainted if it’s not used for common good. Matthew Kelly said, life is a happiness project, and 

this project is full of paradoxes. It may seem like the happiness is about you, but it’s more about 

what you can do for other people. Bringing happiness to other people increases your chances of 

being happy, while seeking happiness for yourself only, decreases those chances. 

Today, modern culture is robbing us of our happiness, we associated with the material world 

more than we relate with God who dwells among us. To relate with God is to relate well with our 

sisters and brothers, as we fulfill the ordinary duties of our daily life with gentleness, humility, 

thoughtfulness, generously, kindness, service, hospitality lightheartedness and joy. While It’s 
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good to reason and think well like the unjust steward who later received commendation by his 

master for acting prudently, as children of light we should go beyond the modern world not to act 

via negative but to help others to come to the knowledge of the truth, and let our supplications, 

prayers, petitions and thanksgiving be offered for everyone as stated in our second reading. 

1Timothy 2:1-8. Remember, serving God and mammon side by side will limit our chances to 

total service to God our creator. We pray for the grace to serve God more than everything else. 

Through Christ our Lord. 

Peace,  

Fr. Jingbe Simon 

 


